
Pastor’s Page: Pope Francis, “the Joy of Love” and our Pastoral Council 

      It’s just three years into the papacy of Pope Francis, and it has become clear that his 
style of leadership is highly collaborative and dialogical. His recent papal exhortation, “The 
Joy of Love”, is not a totally original document of his own devising. Rather it is a synthesis 
of the opinions, reflections and consensus of the hundreds of bishops who attended the two 
synods on the family and marriage over the past two years. Pope Francis reveals himself as 
an excellent listener with a deeply pastoral sense of the global church. He is truly a 
shepherd after the image of Christ. The deliberations of the bishops on family life and the 
sacrament of marriage, divorce and remarriage, human sexuality, procreation and more, 
came about through open and honest dialogue among them. Pope Francis advised them not 
to hold back on any of their firmly held opinions on any issue that concern them about 
Catholicism. His exhortation is worth your prayerful study. It is readable, insightful, 
pastorally sensitive, and filled with the love, joy and hope our faith gives us. He calls 
strongly for an adult church of mature disciples. He affirms the primacy of well-formed 
consciences; and states clearly that he is not the conscience of a believer; but the chief 
shepherd - along with his brother bishops. They have the mandate to help us form our 
consciences according to the mind and heart of Christ. We have the responsibility to read 
and study and pray through what they say, listening to the voice of Christ coming through 
their writings. 

Like the two synods of the bishops that helped the Holy Father compose his apostolic 
exhortation, our Pastoral Council will assist me in an advisory way, by closely 
collaborating with me, the clergy of the parish and the Pastoral Team. Our parish Mission 
and Vision statements were composed by our Parish Steering Committee over the past year 
in numerous meetings. They were influenced by their own experience of St. Kilian and a 
professional demographic study of the Farmingdale-St. Kilian area. The recent parish 
study of Parish life, conducted by CARA, located on the campus of Georgetown University, 
will further assist us in the concrete development of an Action Plan that will meet the 
challenge the Vision Statement offers us. 

I. Hospitality- What will St. Kilian parish look like by the year 2021? Will our 
liturgies be more warm and welcoming, inviting and encouraging participation 
in active singing and praising God? 

II. Eucharist and liturgy- will our parish offer opportunities for spiritual renewal 
that will enliven our faith and lead us to a close personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ individually and as a community of believers? 

III. Lifelong Faith formation-  will the children preparing for sacraments and their 
parents come to know what it means to be a Catholic Christian in the 
contemporary world? Will all adults deepen their knowledge of Jesus Christ, the 
Word of God in Scripture, and the wonderful Tradition of the church? Will we 
all be on fire with the love of Jesus and knowledge of his mercy? 



IV. Stewardship- the study revealed that 63% of all who took our survey are not 
involved in any ministry in our parish: in liturgy, outreach to the poor, as a 
catechist, consolation ministry, or pre-Cana Ministry. In other parishes who 
have taken the survey, only 50% were on involved in ministry, not 63%. Where 
will we be in 2021? Will we be at the 50% level… Or better? How will we 
accomplish that? 

V. Parish Social Ministry- the CARA study (on our web site) revealed our strong 
commitment at St. Kilian to the corporal works of mercy; compassionate 
outreach to the needy and marginalized, and also the firm desire to change 
unjust systems that subjugate the powerless. Where will be in 2021? Will we 
have a Social Justice Committee that is constantly engaged in the preservation of 
the dignity of human beings through lobbying with state and local and national 
politicians? Will our pro-life efforts (concerned with life on all levels from its 
earliest beginning in the womb until the time of natural death), impact local and 
national scenes? How will we accomplish these things over the next five years? 

Jesus Christ has told us “Where two or more are gathered in my name, there am I in their 
midst.” And he has assured us that with God all things are possible. We, who are branches 
on the vine that is Christ, and members of His body the church, need to come together in a 
concerted effort, so that the Spirit of God will be let loose in a new Pentecost in the 
Farmingdale area. Will you be an active part of that great effort, the work of the church at 
St. Kilian? Jesus wants you! 

Peace, Fr. Bruce 


